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God’s Plan During NAPLAN 
This week our Year 3 and Year 5 learners are engaging with the NAPLAN 
tests. These measuring tools provide a snapshot of some the children’s 
skills. However, it’s important to remember that they do not capture the 
rich diversity of each child’s potential. Made in the image of God, each 
child possesses talents, innate curiosity and creativity. No test can fully 
capture these beautiful intricacies.   
 
There will no doubt be some nervous moments as we participate in this 
testing process. Indeed, all our children will face tests- some on paper and 
some beyond. Perhaps it is useful to consider these challenging days as 
an opportunity to give our children some wisdom that will extend past the 
tests to guide them as they face trials of all shapes and sizes.

May we remember that God is our strength. 
 “Don’t panic. I’m with you. 
There’s no need to fear for I’m your God. 
I’ll give you strength. I’ll help you. 
I’ll hold you steady, keep a firm grip on you.” Is. 41:10  
 
May we remember that all that is required is our best. 
“Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you were working for the 
Lord rather than for people.” Col. 3:23  
 
May we remember that God has a much greater plan and there is nothing 
we can do on a test that will change the plan God has for our lives. 
Ultimately, there is no standardized test that can define who we are in 
Christ. 

Submitted by Megan Fyffe        

Upcoming Events
TERM TWO, WEEK 3

TUE 11 - THUR 13 MAY 
• NAPLAN

WED 12 - FRI 14 MAY
• Year 4 Camp - Mylor 

THUR 13 MAY
• School Tour 9:30am

FRI 14 MAY 
• Walk Safely to School Day 

WEEK 4
• National Volunteers Week

WED 19 MAY
• Music is Fun
• National Simultaneous Storytime

THUR 20 MAY
• Little Sprouts Kitchen Garden Learning 
Program - Year 2

WEEK 5

WED 26 MAY
• School Tour 6:15pm 

THUR 27 MAY
• School Tour 9:30am

WEEK 7

WED 9 JUNE
• Official School Photos

WEEK 8

MON 14 JUNE
• Queens Birthday Public Holiday



INSPIRE photos featured this week:

• Reception Gracey

From the Principal
MOTHER’S DAY
As I take a sip from my new travel mug from the 
Mothers’ Day Stall, I want to say a belated ‘Happy 
Mothers’ Day’ to all mums out there, and blessings 
and prayers to those of you who have lost mums or 
children. I pray the weekend was a valuable time to 
spend with family. 
 
Thanks also to all of the parents who were involved in 
some way with the stall last week – we had very happy 
and excited children!

STAFFING NEWS
Miss Bec Mueller has accepted a teaching role at 
Peace Lutheran Primary School, in Gatton, QLD. The 
position begins Term 3 of this year. Bec is moving back 
to be closer to family and we celebrate with her in 
this appointment to be able to do so. We are already 
working to appoint a replacement teacher for Year 4 
Mueller. I have no doubt the Year 4 children will have 
plenty of questions to ask Miss Mueller on camp about 
the move to Queensland!

UNIFORM INFORMATION
It has been great to see so many children wearing the 
new uniform shirts – they look great! 
 
Our official school photos are coming up in June. We 
ask that all children wear their sports uniform with their 
rugby jumper or the new fleece jumper. Students who 
have the new shirt should wear it for this day, otherwise 
the white polo shirt is completely fine. Photos will be 
taken with all students in their rugby or fleece jumper. 
Children can wear track pants or shorts on the day. 
 
For any families who would like to donate their old 
style of uniforms, we will be sending them to a school 
in need. More information will follow about this later, 

however, Jane Sabel is now accepting any old-style 
uniforms to be stored for donation you can bring them 
directly to the uniform shop, or send into the school 
office via your child/ren. Please note that these are 
donations and will not be on-sold as second-hand 
items.

CHAPEL DONATIONS 
We are now allowing students to bring small amounts 
of cash to school for the canteen, and so will also allow 
students to bring coins for donation at Chapel each 
week, beginning this week. Our SRC will announce their 
decision in a few weeks about where these donations 
will be sent.

Leila Mattner |Principal

From the Deputy Principal
NAPLAN 
Year 3 and 5 students are undertaking NAPLAN testing 
this week. I congratulate them on the way they have 
handled the public discourse that take place around 
these tests and the change to their normal routines. As 
the parent of a Year 5 and a Year 9 taking the tests this 
week, I have barely mentioned the tests to my children 
and yet both have stated their anxiety around the 
experience. If you have children in NAPLAN year level, 
it is worth considering how you talk about NAPLAN with 
your child, how you discuss your expectations and most 
importantly, how/ if you will share the results of tests 
with them later this year. 
 
At St Paul, we consider the child above the student. 
Their academic growth is incredibly important, but 
cannot come at the expense of their personal growth. 
The development of the whole child, academics 
included, is where Lutheran education excels. A 
multiple choice test cannot define this. 

Just a reminder that most schools are moving to the 
NAPLAN online model, but in 2019 this did not go 
well for many schools and unfortunately students. 
Many students across Australia experienced problems 



with being repeatedly disconnected leaving students 
frustrated and incredibly anxious at losing their work. 
Even during re-tests problems were encountered. Due 
these issues, St Paul will continue to sit the NAPLAN 
paper tests until moving online is mandatory. 

SCHOOL DISCO
Thank you to the teachers and staff who put in a huge 
amount of work last week to make our 3 separate 
Discos a huge success. Parent volunteers also assisted 
on the night to ensure everybody went home happy. 
Events such as these allow students to connect to the 
school and their peers in a unique way.  
 
Special thanks to SPY and SPLASH who accommodated 
the use of the hall late into the evening. 

 
Jason Fay|Deputy Principal

From the Wellbeing Leader
NATIONAL SUPPORT STAFF DAY
Today we say a special thanks and recognise the 
wonderful work of our support staff in our St Paul 
Lutheran School Community. So much of what happens 
at a school on a day to day basis goes unseen by so 
many people-staff included.  
 
Walking around the school sometimes it’s hard not 
to notice just how important our support staff are to 
the education of our students. Whether it is providing 

guidance in the classroom, assisting with first aid, 
chatting to children about new books in the Library 
or being a sounding board for teachers, these staff 
members are always busy, dedicated and passionate 
about what they do. We are so grateful and blessed 
to work with and be supported by such caring and 
committed people. It is people like these, working away 
in the background, who make our community what it is.

MOTHER’S DALL STALL THANKS
A HUGE thank you to our wonderful parent volunteers 
and to Jess Deer for the organisation of the Mother’s 
Day Stall last Thursday morning. This was a special 
opportunity for children to purchase an array of 
beautiful gifts for their mothers. We are truly blessed to 
have an amazing group of volunteers who give up their 
time to support our school community.

WALK SAFELY TO SCHOOL DAY
Walk Safely to School Day (WSTSD) is an annual, 
national event when all primary school children are 
encouraged to walk and commute safely to school. 
WSTSD promotes the important message that active 
kids are healthy kids. The event encourages parents, 
carers and their children to build regular walking to and 
from school into their daily routine. Visit http://www.
walk.com.au/WSTSD/ for further information. If you walk 
to school on Friday 14 May, please visit our friendly 
office staff for a sticker.

OFFICIAL SCHOOL PHOTOS - ADVANCE NOTICE
Official school photos will be taken on Wednesday 9 
June (Week 7). If you need additional uniform items, 
please be sure to see Jane Sabel in the uniform shop.

SCHOOL HATS
From May through to August, the wearing of hats 
by students, staff and parents when spending time 
outside for a relatively short period of time is optional. 
However, lengthy periods spent outdoors, such as 
a sports excursion or a full day outdoor excursion 
requires a school hat to be worn. 
 
Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader



General News
WEDNESDAY CHAPEL
If you would like to join us for our weekly Wednesday 
Chapel. Please book into a session using the trybooking 
link https://www.trybooking.com/BOMWD  
Leading Chapel for Term 2 is:

Week 4 (19/5) Year 2 Tew/Sheridan Pentecost

Week 5 (26/5) Reception Gracey Peter teaches about 
the prophecy of Jesus

Week 6 (2/6) Year 3 Baldock  Peter and John perform a 
miracle

Week 7 (9/6) Year 5 McMahon The Apostles are 
questioned by the Sadducees

Week 8 (16/6) Mrs Nicole Hall  Paul’s Ministry

Week 9 (25/6) Pastor Matt Bishop What can we learn 
from Acts of the Apostles **please note, this is Closing 
Chapel on Friday 25 June**

FRIDAY ASSEMBLY 
If you would like to join us for our weekly Friday 
Assembly. Please book into a session using the 
trybooking link https://www.trybooking.com/BOPFW   
Our host classes for Term 2 are:

Week 3 (5/3) Year 5 Mattner 
Week 4 (12/3) Reception Sheedy 
Week 5 (19/3) Year 1 Bakewell 
Week 6 (26/3) Year 4 Woodward 
Week 7 (2/4) SPLASH 
Week 8 (9/4) Performing Arts

ENDEAVOUR COLLEGE APPLICATION
A friendly reminder to our Connected Schools 
Communities to please submit an Enrolment 
Application if you’re considering Endeavour College 
for your son/daughter for Year 7 2023. With spaces 
filling fast, we anticipate a waitlist will form shortly.  You 
can submit an application for enrolment electronically 
via our College Website, or in person at our General 
Reception. If you have any further questions, please 
don’t hesitate to contact the Registrar, Carolyn Wachtel 
Ph: 8368 3311 or email admin@endeavour.sa.edu.au

COORDINATION
Our Term 2 Coordination Program for Reception and 
Year 1 is up and running. These sessions focus on 
developing and extending fundamental movement skills 
in small groups 
 
TIMES: 
Starts from Week 3 and finishes in Week 9 
- Reception: Wednesdays 9:45-11:15am (after whole 
school chapel) 
 
- Year 1: Fridays 9:45-11:15am (after whole school 
assembly)

If you would like to volunteer to help with these 
sessions, or would like more information, please get in 
contact with Miss Karly Bartlett at kbartlett@stpaulba.
sa.edu.au

Karly Bartlett | Sports Coordinator 



St Paul Lutheran School 
44 Audrey Avenue 
Blair Athol SA 5084 
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 
stpaulba.sa.edu.au

OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

Church News
ASCENSION DAY

This Thursday is Ascension Day being 40 days after Easter. The readings for 
the day are Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47; Ephesians 1:15-23 and Luke 24:44-53. 
Ascension means ‘going up’. The significance and joy of the Ascension is 
that one like us who has real human flesh and blood has already gone into 
heaven ahead of us and will return on the clouds the same way he left to 
take us to be with him. Perhaps when you are outside on Thursday or on 
the weekend you might like to look up at the clouds and imagine how Jesus 
friends felt watching him ascend.

WORSHIP @ ST PAUL
Please feel welcome to join us for Sunday Worship at 8.30am Traditional 
and 10.00am Contemporary. This weekend Brian Quick will be leading 
our Worship services while Pastor Matthew is at Pastor’s Conference and 
District Convention.

PLAYGROUP
Playgroup @St Paul is held each Tuesday during school terms, from 
9:00am-10:30am in the Church Hall. Children 0-5 years and their parent 
or carer are invited to join us for a time of play, craft, stories and singing. 
All welcome. Come along and join the fun. Cost is $2.00 per family. Please 
bring a small nut free snack for your child for snack time.

THRIVE CONFERENCE
Hosted by The Ark Lutheran Church, Salisbury, Thrive aims to promote 
mental, emotional and spiritual wellness. This day is jam-packed with 
practical ideas on how to work towards and maintain a healthy heart and 
mind with a Christian God centred focus. Held Saturday 5th June, cost 
is $20pp. More details and registration can be found here https://www.
facebook.com/ThriveAtTheArk

BREAD TAGS
Please save your bread tags! There is a jar on the School office counter 
to put them in and the Church is collecting for this great cause. Proceeds 
from the sale of the tags is used to provide wheelchairs in South Africa. It 
takes 21kg of tags for one wheelchair and they have just purchased their 
15th one! Every tag helps.

VERSE OF THE WEEK
“And see, I am sending you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city 
until you have been clothed with power from on high.”  
LUKE 24:49


